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Welcome to the Spring 2021 edition of
our newsletter! On Behalf of Council,
I would like to thank everyone who
took the time to share their input
and suggested changes of the Draft
Community Plan and Zoning By Law
documents. Community input is
extremely valuable in Council's
decision making process. I would also
like to acknowledge the positive
attitude of the community during
these unique times; seeing residents
support one another during the
pandemic has been nothing short of
inspiring. I am humbled to live and
work in such a wonderful community. 
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S p r i n g / S u m m e r  P r o g r a m m i n g

Your continued cooperation with the
Covid-19 restrictions put in place by
the GNWT is much appreciated.
Finally, I want to express my thanks
to the employees of the Municipality
for the service they provide to our
residents. Our staff is a dedicated
group of individuals that are working
to provide a level of service that we
are fortunate to enjoy. 

Frank Pope, Mayor
on behalf of Councilors Peachey,
Audet, Boyle, Bernard, Smith, Wever

After a long winter and a successful arena season, it is time again for spring and
summer programming. This spring, we will see a continuation of current indoor
programming with spring clean up being the major event this season. The department
will shift it’s focus to the parks and playgrounds, as we begin the prep work to open
them up for the season. Parks will be ready to open by Victoria Day weekend . With the
school year ending, we will see the Youth and Elder Centre shift to its day
programming, as well as more outdoor programming coming in the summer. Should
the covid-19 restrictions change, we will be ready to adapt our programming where
needed to continue to serve the community better. Stay tuned for our monthly
recreation calendar to find out how you can stay active and engaged during the spring
and summer. Council is always open to recommendations for new programs, if you
have any ideas for new programming or you wish to volunteer your time to host a
program, please contact the Town Office.
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UNSMOKE Cigarette Recycling Program

Each year, an astounding amount of cigarette
waste ends up in the landfill, as well as dumped as
litter on sidewalks, playgrounds, and greenspaces
in our community. The waste collected through the
UNSMOKE Cigarette Recycling Program is recycled
into industrial products, such as plastic pallets, and
any remaining tobacco is recycled as compost. This
program will be a huge step in the right direction in
preventing unnecessary litter around the
community. Once cigarette waste is collected, it is
packaged up, and sent away to Terracycle for
recycling. The more cigarette waste that is
collected, the more points the community earns.
Points=money. Money earned from this program
will be donated to  any non profit charities and
organizations of the community's choice!

You may also collect your own cigarette waste at
your home or business, package it up and give it to
the Town to send away for recycling. 

Did you know?

65% of cigarette butts are littered.
38% of roadway litter is tobacco products.
Each cigarette receptacle placed in Town will
reduce cigarette littering by 9%.

1.
2.
3.

Meet and Tidy 2021
Our annual spring clean up will be held on May 28, 2021. For details
on the event please visit our website or social media pages. We can
all help to do our part in keeping our playgrounds, greenspaces,
walking paths, and ditches clean. We challenge all local residents
and businesses to participate! Come out  with the whole family for a
barbeque lunch, there will be lots of prizes to be won! We will also be
putting cigarette recycling receptacles around town. The receptacles
are an easy and accessible solution for recycling cigarette butts and
other accepted waste which includes: all parts of extinguished
cigarettes, cigarette filters, cigar stubs, outer plastic packaging,
inner foil packaging, rolling paper and ash. We will also be installing
dog waste stations for pet owners , we encourage all trail users to
use the bags provided and dispose of them properly to help keep our
trails clean!Participants during the sculpture carving contest. 

Spring Fling 2020

C o u n c i l  C o m m i t t e e  U p d a t e s
Economic Development Committee:

The Economic Development Committee is currently
in Phase One of developing a revised Economic
Development Strategic Plan. The development and
implementation of an Economic Development
Strategic Plan will help to create an environment
that is conducive to attracting and retaining current,
new, and diverse investment that will create
employment, diversify the Town's tax base, and
generate additional wealth throughout the Town.

Advancement of Equity and Inclusion Committee:
 

The Town of Norman Wells Advancement of Equity and Inclusion Committee
is Norman Wells' newest committee, formed in 2021. Each Committee
Member envisions a society that celebrates the equality and inclusion of all
people no matter gender, orientation, race, and ability; and one that
respects and embraces diverse experiences, perspectives, skills, and
knowledge in all spheres of society. So far in their term, the Committee has
successfully recommended that Council rescind curfew by law #99-13, and is
currently reviewing several other by laws and procedures to ensure that
they are equitable and inclusive for all. The Committee is currently made up
of 2 Council Members and 4 community members.

Recreation Committee:

The Recreation Committee has helped support the creation
of the Norman Wells Recreation Master Plan. Their efforts
have been tremendously helpful to Council in their planning
and decision making process. The Committee also helped
bring forward recreation gas tax projects to Council.
Volunteers from the Committee also help plan various year
round events such as  the Spring Fling, and Canada Day
Celebrations. The Committee also provides feedback on
current and future programming and events hosted by the
Town. We appreciate the volunteer time the committee puts
in for meetings and events.

Town Planning and Land Use Committee:

The Committee has been busy reviewing development permit
applications (6 in 2020). They are always in search of alternatives when a
proposed development wasn't approved as presented. The committee
has also provided recommendations on projects and ideas to prioritize
for future developments that would contribute to the community’s well-
being. Committee Members help organize the Mountain Avens Award
contest, which includes adding vegetable gardens and recycling as new
categories in 2021. The Town Planning Committee played a huge role in
the development of the  Community Plan and the Zoning by-law renewal
project, from the identification of issues to public engagement to the
draft documents review. We thank the committee for their diligence and
hard work on all of their projects. 
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M a c k e n z i e  R i v e r  
B r e a k u p  2 0 2 1

After many months of planning, we are delighted to unveil
our new website. Visit us at www.normanwells.com. Some
features of the new website include:

1. E Newsletter
2. Better organization of documents
3. Online facility booking
4. Book a meeting with the Mayor

We will also be rolling out an online payment system for
utilities and taxes! Stay tuned for that announcement later
this year! We want to hear from you. Please contact us to
let us know what you think of our new website - all
comments and feedback are welcome. Please also let us
know if you cannot find something or would like to make
any suggestions for new information or topics. Many thanks
for your ongoing support and we look forward to hearing
from you.

N e w  T o w n  W e b s i t e !
Please assist us in keeping our sewer systems
working properly.  Do not flush items such
as diapers,  rags,  shop towels,  disinfecting wipes,
medical masks, etc.  .  These items are not good for
our wastewater system.

W a t e r / S e w e r  S y s t e m

w h a t 3 w o r d s  A p p

During spring break up, the ice itself can create dangerous
situations. Large chunks of ice can be shoved up onto  the
riverbank and level anything in its way. It is advised that
residents move their vehicles, trailers, and other valuable
property away from the shore during spring break up to prevent
damage to belongings. We would also like to remind residents to
stay off of the Mackenzie River as the ice is breaking. The Town
also runs a contest every year called "The Big Break Up". The first
person to send a video of the Mackenzie River breaking up will
win a $100 gift card (videos must have sound). No videos will be
accepted with individuals on the ice. Please keep a safe distance
from the river as the shifting of the ice is unpredictable.

The RCMP are now using the app  what3words to track people
who are lost or missing. You do not need to have the app
downloaded in order to benefit from it's lifesaving
capabilities, all you have to do is dial 911. The app pinpoints
the person’s phone location within a three-meter range. The
app’s functions do depend on a person’s mobile phone having
access to cell service. For more information please visit
what3words.com.

Mackenzie River Breakup 2020

http://www.educo.com/en/international-head-office/page/2659/


Will you will use the building for the same purpose?
Will it change the dimensions of the building?

Will you change the depth of the ground?
Will you change the size of the land's boundary, frontage, parking or yard?

Does it exceed 10m2 (108ft2)?
Does it exceed 3m (10ft) in height?

Will it be enclosed?
Will it be higher than 0.61m2 (2 ft) above ground level?

Repairing or doing some maintenance on a building?
1.
2.

If you answered no to the above 2 questions, you don't need a Development
Permit

Landscaping or making a change to your property's grounds?
1.
2.

If you answered no to the above 2 questions, you don't need a Development
Permit!

Building or adding an accessory structure? (shed, fence, parking, fuel storage
tank)

1.
2.

If you answered no to the above 2 questions you don't need a Development
Permit!

Building/Adding to Deck?
1.
2.

If you answered no to the above 2 questions you don't need a Development
Permit!

For more information, questions, or to apply for a development permit please
contact the Development Officer at 867-587-3700 or
developmentofficer@normanwells.com.

Committee of the Whole
meetings are held on the 2nd
& 4th Wednesdays of each
month @12:00 PM. 

All  meetings are currently
available to the public via

teleconference.

*Please check the Events tab
on our website for the most
up to date meeting schedule!

Teleconference Information:

Call  in 1-866-969-8429 
ID: 5040455

Q u e s t i o n s ?  
I f  y o u  h a v e  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  w h a t  i s  g o i n g  o n  w i t h  t h e  T o w n ,  
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e  T o w n  O f f i c e  a t  8 6 7 - 5 8 7 - 3 7 0 0  o r  e m a i l  u s  
a t  t o w n i n f o r m a t i o n @ n o r m a n w e l l s . c o m .  M a y o r  a n d  C o u n c i l  
a r e  h a p p y  t o  s p e a k  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s .

D e v e l o p m e n t  P e r m i t  Q & A :
Regular Town Council

Meetings Schedule:
Regular Town Council meetings are
held on the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of
each month @ 7:00PM. 

Council agendas and minutes can
be found on our website!

Committee of the Whole
Meetings Schedule:

We would love to see our residents get involved in a
summer campaign to help promote the Town of Norman
Wells and Sahtu Region Tourism Operators. You can become
ambassadors for our community and encourage visitation
to  the Sahtu Region by snapping selfies, uploading them to
our Town of Norman Wells Instagram and Facebook pages,
your own,  and use the hashtags 
#EXPLORETHEMACKENZIE AND #JOINTHEADVENTURE.
 View full contest details by visiting normanwells.com
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submit this ballot via email to governance@normanwells.com or in person
at the Town Office for your chance to win an Amazon Fire Tablet!

Stay Tuned for...
Meet and Tidy: May 28, 2021
Solid Waste Management Pop Up Information Session May 28, 2021
 Solid Waste Management By Law Public Hearing: June 9, 2021
Canada Day Celebration: July 1, 2021

Mental Health Resources for Youth
The Government of the Northwest Territories has launched a new online mental health program for Youth. The program is an online,
self directed program targeted for youth and young adults in the NWT. The program provides tools to manage stress, anxiety, and
depression. NWT youth can access the program online or by downloading the Breathing Room mobile app from Google Play or the App
Store and entering the code XXQTGPUE to gain full access to the program.

Like any car, truck, or motorcycle, your ATV must be registered. Please register your ATV at our local registry office (867-587-2089).
You don’t need a license, but you must be 14 years of age to drive on the roadways, and you must wear an ATV helmet at all times
as per the Motor Vehicles Act. Free safety and training information is offered by the Canadian Off-Highway Vehicle Distributors
Council. For more information visit https://web.archive.org/web/20170814062427/http://www.cohv.ca/rtrain.html

ATV Safety Training Information

https://app.breathingroom.me/register?code=XXQTGPUE
https://web.archive.org/web/20190618160449/http://www.cohv.ca/rtrain.html

